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V.  FREDERICK II, EMPEROR ; BORN, 1194; DIED, 1250.

The life of Frederick II, and his excommunication and deposi-
tion from the Empire by Innocent IV, to whom, however, he did
not succumb, are matters of history which need no repetition.
Intellectually, he was in all ways a highly-gifted and accom-
plished prince ; and lovingly cultivated the Italian language, in
preference to the many others with which he was familiar. The
poem of his which I give has great passionate beauty ; yet
I believe that an allegorical interpretation may here probably
be admissible ; and that the lady of the poem may be the
Empire, or perhaps the Church herself, held in bondage by the
Pope.

VI.  ENZO, KING or SARDINIA ; BORN, 1225 ; DIED, 1272.
The unfortunate Enzo was a natural son of Frederick II, and

was born at Palermo. By his own warlike enterprise, at an early
age (it is said at fifteen !) he subjugated the Island of Sardinia,
and was made king of it by his father. Afterwards he joined
Frederick in his war against the Church, and displayed the
highest promise as a leader ; but at the age of twenty-five was
taken prisoner by the Bolognese, whom no threats or promises
from the Emperor could induce to set him at liberty. He died in
prison at Bologna, after a confinement of nearly twenty-three
years. A hard fate indeed for one who, while moving among
men, excited their hopes and homage, still on record, by his great
military genius and brilliant gifts of mind and person.

"VII. GUIDO GUINICELLI, 1220.

This poet, certainly the greatest of his time, belonged to
a noble and even princely Bolognese family. Nothing seems
known of his life, except that he was married to a lady named
Beatrice, and that in 1274, having adhered to the Imperial cause,
he was sent into exile, but whither cannot be learned. He died
two years afterwards. The highest praise has been bestowed by
Dante on Guinicelli, in the Commedia (Purg. C. xxvi), in the
Convito, and in the De Vulgari JEloquio; and many instances
might be cited in which the works of the great Florentine contain
reminiscences of his Bolognese predecessor; especially the third
canzone of Dante's Convito may be compared with Guide's most
famous one On the Gentle Heart.

VIII.   GUERZO DI MONTECANTI,  1220.

IX.  INGKLLFREDI, SICILIANO, 1220.

X.  RINALDO D'AQUINO, 1250,

I have placed this poet, belonging to a Neapolitan family,
under the date usually assigned to him; but Trucchi states his